
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Front Steps Housing and Services 
 
  
Your Project Title: Chronically Homeless with a Persistent Mental Illness Utilizing the Visual Arts to 

Overcome Trauma 

Your Project Summary: During its 32-year history of serving homeless individuals as both transitional and 

permanent supportive housing programs, Front Steps has found that the trauma of homelessness results 

in suppressed emotions and feelings that may not be accessible through didactic therapeutic sessions. 

Involvement in Art Therapy has proven to be an effective outlet for residents to constructively and creatively 

express their innermost feelings, bringing meaning to their lives in an individual and social context. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. The applicant demonstrates a strong public benefit 

through art therapy. The applicant’s proposal reflects a tangible way the community can be engaged with 

the arts to overcome trauma. The applicant proposal gives supporting background of the history and 

socioeconomic struggles of the community. The applicants response to community housing crisis is serious 

and reflects a deep level of understanding of how sustainable, affordable housing creates a safer 

environment. I have no doubt that the organizational capacity to carry out this project. The proposal entails 

a comprehensive program, details the awareness of advocacy need for its residents and maximizes working 

partners to increase collaborations and stakeholders. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Front Step Housing and 

Services has a 32 year record of assisting individuals and families gain the basic life, psycho-social and 

practical skills needed to end the cycle of homelessness. While the organization made a good case for the 

use of arts to address the trauma caused by homelessness, the repetition in the application diluted the 

applicant's narrative providing little additional detail regarding: the participants in the program, how they 

were recruited and how the organization would manage the program to maintain or grow participation. 

Where did the data cited in application narrative #1 points 1, 2 and 4 come from? Artistic & Cultural 

Vibrancy: Front Steps Housing and Services has been providing an art therapy program for 15 years 

inspiring its community to think creatively and or differently. It was not clear if art therapy was a required or 

optional part of a resident's Individualized Services Plan (ISP). Length, frequency or group make-up of art 

therapy sessions was not clearly reported in the application. I was not initially familiar with the term SED 

(serious emotional disturbance) when used to qualify the organization's contracted certified Art Therapist, 

Ms. Miller's professional experience. Organizational Capacity: The organization's project finances require 

more detail specifically for the use of CAC funds. The ask of $5,000 is barely 5% of the program budget, 

the applicant's accounting of the remaining funds was vague -- is the $47,500 from private foundations 

confirmed or are grants pending? What is the amount pending or confirmed from Alcohol, Drug Addiction 

and Mental Health Board? More detail overall would have provided more evidence that the organization 

(doing good, serious work) met the CAC funding criteria. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Front Steps Housing and services successfully meets the 

funding criteria through their proposal Chronically Homeless with a Persistent Mental Illness Utilizing the 

Visual Arts to Overcome Trauma. They especially show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully 

engages at least 100 needing members the community of Cuyahoga County. One is appreciative of their 

holistic approach including learning, behavioral health, and independent living. They are trying to respond 

to their community needs with the Housing First model and rapid re-housing. They use the knowledge of 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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their community to drive their work since there is a serious shortage of safe, decent and affordable housing 

for low-income women living alone. They have built meaningful relationships with residents and community 

partners.They appear to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this project. They 

have an engaged and diverse staff and case managers. They have a definite set of project goals, ways to 

measure progress every two months by including Art Therapy in the residents Individualized Services Plan 

and matching to the Ohio Scales for Adults and satisfaction surveys. The match requirement to their ask is 

clearly demonstrated from support through the Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Board of 

Cuyahoga County and private foundations. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Great project that centers the community served and uses in depth knowledge of them to drive 

their work - therefore demonstrating clear public benefit. The programming will be facilitated by an expert 

art therapist and there is a process of reflection and evaluation baked in to the project. The plan for 

implementation seems clear and in fact it looks like they are already doing the work successfully. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrates strong artistic and cultural vibrancy. 

Project staff is well qualified; application support materials demonstrate a significant commitment to artistic 

production. I would have liked to have known whether or not other disciplines besides visual arts are 

explored - it wasn't clear to me. Organizational Capacity - The application demonstrates strong 

organizational capacity. It's clear they have been working with this community with positive outcomes for 

some time. Public Benefit - The application demonstrates public benefit. Although evidence is provided that 

benefit to the community served is closely monitored through a specific methodology, I would have liked to 

have seen the participants more actively engaged in determining (or providing suggestions) the artistic 

activities for their ISP - perhaps they do, but it wasn't clear. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

